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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, CY, GR, UK, US 

SUBJECT: CYPRUS AIRWAYS WANTS TO FLY TO NEW YORK 

1 . DIREDTOR GENERAL MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND WORKS TELE- 
PHONED EMBASSY E/C OFFICER APR 6 TO ANNOUNCE CYPRUS AIRWAYS 
DESIRE TO FLY TO NEW YORK AND TO ELICIT EMBASSY SUPPORT FOR 
LANDING RIGHTS IN THE U.S. EMBOFF BRIEFLY EXPLAINED COMPLEXITY 
OF NORTH ATLANTIC TRAFFIC RIGHTS, POINTED OUT PRESENT US/UK 
NEGOTIATIONS REGARDING BERMUDA AIR AGREEMENT OF 1946, AND SAID 
THAT U.S. LANDING RIGHTS QUESTION WOULD HAVE TO BE REFERRED TO 
WASHINGTON FOR MORE DEFINITIVE COMMENTS. DIRGEN PREPARING 
LETTER OUTLINING NATURE OF REQUEST. 

2. EMBOFF VISITED SAME DAY DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVAIATION (DCA) 

ON MATTER OF FIR (SEPTEL) AND RAISED SUBJECT OF CYPRUS AIRWAYS 
PLANS. DCA SAID HE FIRST HEARD OF IDEA TO FLY TO NEW YORK WEEK 
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AGO AND MENTIONED THAT CYPRUS AIRWAYS IS THINKING OF 
TWO ROUTES: LARNACA-ATHENS-NEW YORK AND LARNACA-LONDON- 
NEW YORK. DCA CONFIDED HE WAS PERSONALLY AMAZED AT CYPRUS 
AIRWAYS PLANS, SAID HALF IN JEST THAT EVEN IF U.S. 

WERE TO GRANT LANDING RIGHTS, THE U.K. AND GREECE 
WOULD BOTH PRESENT MAJOR OBSTACLES TO THE SCHEME. 
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3. COMMENT: AS FAR BACK AS SEPTEMBER 1976 EMBOFF HAD 
HEARD RUMORS FROM VARIOUS SOURCES THAT CYPRUS AIRWAYS WAS 
INVESTIGATING POSSIBILITY OF FLYING TO U.S. BUT HAD MOSTLY 
DISCOUNTED THEM IN VIEW OF QUESTIONABLE FINANCIAL STRENGTH 
OF THE AIRLINE AND UNCLEAR FLEET EXPANSION PLANS. 

DTI , I FRY 
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